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THETIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 23,2020

‘Pollution killed 1.7m in India In
2019, behind 18% of all deaths’

Study Pegs Its Economic Hit At 22.6L Cr, Nearly 1.4% Of GDP

Piyal Bhattacharjee

Sushmi.Dey@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Air pollution
killed nearly 1.7 million peo-
ple in India in 2019, account-
ing for an alarming 17.8% of
all deaths in the country in
the year,anew paper written
as a collaborative effort by
Indian institutions that in-
clude ICMR has said.

The economic loss due to
lost output from premature
deaths and disease caused by
pollution last year was esti-
mated at around Rs 2.6 lakh

Smog engulfs the Rashtrapati Bh

P
avan in this November photo. Delhi

suffered the highest per capita loss due to air pollution last year

was 1.08% in Delhi. The high-
est loss to GDP was recorded
by Uttar Pradesh at nearly
2.6% followed by Bihar at
1.9% and Madhya Pradesh
and Rajasthan1.7% each.
When it comes to impact
of outdoor air pollution
alone on state GDP, Delhi re-
corded a loss of 1.06%. UP
still recorded the highest
loss to GDP at just over 1.3%
followed by Punjabat1.2%.
Overall, deathsand diseas-
es caused by air pollution are
linked toloss of almost1.4% of
India’s GDP, the study shows.
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